Why Turks &
Caicos?

Expert AprilHutchinson says:

£ @ They've comealongway

i fromthe days whentheir
key attractionwasaconchfarmon
Providenciales andthe mainplaces
tostay were all-inclusives, such as
ClubMedandBeaches.'Provo’and
its 39 sisterislands (only a handful
areinhabited) now offeramore
sophisticated menu of nature-focused
pursuits andincredible placesto stay,
including headliner Parrot Cay, withits
celebrity-packedvillas. More of aplace
fornature-lovers than clubbers, the big
focusisbummingaroundonbeaches
(Grace Bayisthe country's poster-child)
orgettingstuckintothe array of
activities above or below water. (Visit
betweenDecemberand April,and you
might spotmigratory North Atlantic
humpback whales.) This certainly isn't
ashoppingspoteither,butwhatitdoes
offerby the bucketloadis true sleepy
charm, interesting wildlife and
beaches so pretty you'llweep.

Parrot Cay

Who'llloveit: Spa-goers,
honeymooners and celebs.
Because: There's something special
aboutwakingup, paddingdown
through manicured gardens —or
straight off your deck, ifinabeach
house orvilla—andbeingonone of
the world'smostincredible beaches,
knowingyou're one of only ahandful
who willever scrunchits sand
betweenyourtoes. This private
islandis 400-plus hectares andthere’s
little beyond Parrot Cay’s beach, its
pretty, muslin-drapedrooms andthe
Como Shambhala Retreat spa, where
youlollbaby-like fromthe arms of
onetherapisttoanother.

Travel's tip: The mainhotelfeelsalittle
dated —andtherestaurantlacks soul;
stick to poolsidefoodatLotus.

Bookit: Bailey Robinson (01488
689700, baileyrobinson.com) has
sevennights atParrot Cay from
£3,256pp, B&B, includingflights.

Grace Bay Club, Providenciales
Who'llloveit: Friends andfoodies.
Because: One of the originalhotels on
Grace Bay,itnow has 82 super-sized
American-stylerooms, mostwith
kitchenettes. The hotelis handily split
into two sections, the adults-only hotel
andthe family-friendly 'villas’,each
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ONTHE
MENU !}

Grabthe chance :
toeatCaribbean
QueenConch :
guilt-freeonthe
only Caribisland :
whereit'sfarmed.
Thewhitemeat :
issweet, mildand :
alittle clam-like.
AtAnacaona, :

the ‘Tastingof
Conch’includesa
chowder, asalad :
andagorgeous
goldenfritter :

Amazing grace:
below, the pool at
GraceBayClubin
the Turks & Caicos;
clockwise from
top left: aerial view
of BavaroBeach,
Dominican Republic;
smokin’ local;
shadow play;
flamingoes at
Barahona; walking
thedogs atHotel
TodoBlanco;
lobsteras served
atCasaBonita
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withits own poolandrestaurant. Hotel
bossNikheel Advaniis determinedto
prove the Caribbean cando goodfood
andhedrives the annualisland food
festival. Hisrestaurants here are
oceanfront Anacaona, GrillRouge
(peppered with flashes of red), and the
poolside Krave, while Jarsisabeach
pop-up servingeverything...injars.
There'salsoadecentspa,abutler
andakids’ club—butaboveall, the
friendly serviceis whatkeeps

people comingback.

Travel's tip: Rooms are abitnoughties
indecor,butaredesignis onthe way.
Bookit: Carrier (01614921354, carrier.
co.uk) has a seven-night stay from
£2,140pp, B&B, including flights.

Gansevoort, Providenciales
Who'llloveit: City-slickers with floppy
sunhats, chickaftans andKindles.
Because: This alabaster goddess on
GraceBayis sosoothingit’s practically
yoga. There are wide white loungers
by the pool, pristine white tablecloths
intherestaurantand white parasols
gleaminginthe sun. The other
GansevoortsareinNYC,andthisone's
gotthe confidence of the city —it'sjust
thathere alltheroomshave seaviews.
Staff are ontop of theirgame.
Travel'stip: Onthetopicof yoga,don'tlet
themorningclass clash with breakfast;
rightbesidetherestaurant, theteacher
givesinstructions viaamicrophone.
Bookit: Doubles from £275,B&B
(0016499417555, gansevoort
hotelgroup.com).
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Why the
Dominican
Republic?

 ExpertFionaDunlop says:
a TheDRhasalwaysbeen
2 'perceivedaspackage—holiday

central. Andyes,ithas golf courses,
beach-buggies and safari-trucks, but
also amountainousinterior speckled
with pretty villages andadesert
inhabitedbyiguanas,aswellasa
stunning Colonial capital that gives
Havanaarunforitsmoney.Palm-lined
beaches edge much of the easternand
northern coasts, thenthere’s cool
Cabarete andthe lush, unspoilt Samana
peninsulaforhiking, riding, diving,
whale-watchingand/orlotus-eating.
Onthe wild southwest, mountains tip
into pounding surf before flatteninginto
the spectacularBahiadelas Aguilas.

Hotel El Beaterio, Santo Domingo
Who'llloveit: Indie travellers, history
buffs and music aficionados.
Because: Smackinthe heartof Santo
Domingo, the Caribbean’s oldest
capital, this guesthouse makes a
brilliantbase. Converted froma16th-
century convent, it cuts an historic
figure, thoughthe 11spaciousrooms
around apatio come with air-con
and wi-fi. After a day exploring Santo
Domingo’s backstreets, museums
andbreezy seafront, the hotel's roof
terrace offersaquietretreat. Come
nightfall, you arejust steps away from
arange of merengue and bachata
clubs and bars where youcanhang
outlonginto the night.

Travel's tip: Ratesinclude abasic
breakfast; you'll find better nearby.
Bookit: Doubles from £60,B&B,
payableincash (0018096878657,
elbeaterio.com).

CasaBonita Tropical Lodge,
Barahona

Who'llloveit: Outdoortypesand
designfans.

Because: This place blasts youaway
withits stupendous views. Clinging to
thehillside, its 12 thatched rooms with
balconies areimpeccably kitted out,
butit's outside you'llwanttobe.Inthe
garden, theinfinity poolseemsto
drop over the cliff,andin the stunning,
open-sidedrestaurantgreatlocal
produceis served with bigsmiles.
Beyondlies alarge, privately owned
forestreserve, where you canwander,
whizz alongakilometre-long zip-line
orhaveamassageintheriverside spa.
Travel'stip: Don'texpect calmbeaches
—surfingisthethinghere. Take a
day-triptothe Bahiadelas Aguilas.
Bookit: Doubles from £170,room

only (00180954005908,
casabonitadr.com).

NATURE
{ NOTES

i Watchoutfor
rhinoceros

! iguanas (with
theirhorn-like

i snout); they skulk
i about closeto
CasaBonita. They
i mightlookscary,
butthey’realot
more afraid of

i youthanarhino

i wouldbe

Hotel Todo Blanco, Las Galeras,
Samana

Who'llloveit: Couples, divers and
nature-lovers.

Because: TodoBlancoisastylishyet
affordable hotellocated onapristine
beachatthe verytip of the Samana
peninsula. Eightlargerooms, each with
tiled floors and generous balconies,
feature loads of white (hence the name
todo blanco,'all white'). Evenbetterthey
alloverlook alush garden, beachand
magnificentbay.Inthe restaurant (opens
Dec-May), the menuis dominated by
authenticltalian dishes and seafood.
Fishingboats hauledup nearby canbe
hiredto head outto otherbeaches, such
asthe glorious PlayaRincon.
Travel'stip: Las Galerasremains
delightfully sleepy, so short onnightlife.
Bookit: Doubles from £67,roomonly
(0018095380201, hoteltodo
blanco.com). »
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